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FROM HARRlMAN. 


CURING CALL ON ME THIS MORNING FONMIN MAU GAVE ME GISi OF TELEGRAM 
OF INSTRUCTION RECEIVED FROM SAIGON WHICH EMPHASIZED FOLLOWING 
FOUR POINTS: (1 ) GVN FAVORS FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE OF ALL 
PEOPLES; (2) GVN RECOGNIZES ANY LAO GOVT OFFICIALLY INVESTED 
BY KING; ( 3 ) SOLE REASON FOR PRESENCE GVN DEL GENEVA IS TO SEEK 
GUARANTY AGAINST VOLUNTARY OR INVOLUNTARY INTERFERENCE FROM LAOS .IN 
FORM OF MASSIVE I NFJLTR AJ I ON V I ETCONG TROOPS INTO SVN ACROSS 
LAO TERRITORY; (4) INTEGRATION LAO ARMED FORCES CANNOi THEREFORE 
BE ACCONPL I SHED. WITHOUT INTERNATIONAL CONTROL, GIVEN RECOGNIZED 
PRESENCE VI ETCONG FORCES IN LAOS; CENSUS THESE FORCES MUST lAKE 
PLACE UNDER INTERNATIONAL CONTROL. 

S 

AMONG OTHER CONCERNS MAU EXPRESSED, WAS FEAR THAT TALK ABOUT 

LAOS SETTLEMENT AS AN EXANPLE FOR SETTLEMENTS OTHER ISSUES WOULD 

APPLY TO VIET-NAME. I POINTED OUT THAT IN TALKING WITH RUSSIANS, 

VE REFERRED TO BERLIN AND OTHER ISSUES OF THAT TYPE. PRESlDt.Nl 5 S 

LETTER EXPRESSES NO THOUGHT OF USING LAO SETTLEMENT AS A TYPE OF 

SETTLEMENT WHICH COULD BE APPLIED TO V1ET-NAM. I READ THEREFORE 

INFORMAL FRENCH TEXT PRESIDENTS LETTER TO PRESIDENT DIEM 

(FECON 935). I FURTHER STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF SAFEGUARDS 

WITHDRAWAL ALL FOREIGN MILITARY AND CLOSING CORRIDOR INCLUDED 

I N LAOS AGREEMENTS, ALSO SOV .1 CT._CQMM.tTMENT TO POL ICE I i 5 

IMPLEMENTATION, WHICH STRIKINGLY ABSENT FROM 195*1 ACCORDS. 

SOVIET FAILURE CARRY OUT THIS COMMITMENT, WHICH STEMMED FROM 
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SOLE AGREED ITEM AT PRESIDENT’S MEETING WITH KHRUSHCHEV AT VIENNA 
LAST YEAR, WOULD QUICKLY BECOME APPARENT, PARTICULARLY ^ INFILT^- 
TION CONTINUED THROUGH CORRIDOR. THIS WOULD C^ATE NEW. SITUATION : 
REQUIRING CONSULTATION RE POSSIBLE ACTION. I SAID OF OOURSE NO _ 
GUARANTEE POSSIBLE AS REGARDS LAO S ETTLEMENT, BUT NE I THER , , T j ES 

COULD PROPOSE ANY ALTERNATIVE OTHER THAN RESUMPTION OF HOSTILITIES 
ON INTERNATIONAL SCALE, IN WHICH GVN HAD IND^ATED IT WOULD 
HAVE NO SUBSTANTIAL FORCES TO PARTICIPATE* MEANWHILE, Y 
DELEGATION HAD PARTICIPATED FROM FIRST TO LAST ^ 

PAINFUL HAMMERING OUT OF PRESENT Sy 

CONSULTED AND INFORMED, AND FAILURE AT-ELEfETW. HOUR TO CARRY 

THIS POLICY TO LOGICAL CONCLUSION Of SI GNATUP.f WSUL© PROBABLY 
NULLIFY OBLIGATIONS ASSUMED BY OTHERS UNDER AGREEMENTS TOWARDS 
VIET-NAM* SINCE GVN ONE OF CHIEF BENEFICIARIES OF THESE 
OBLIGATIONS, IT SEEMED COMPLETELY UNREALISTIC TO EXPECT TO BENEFIT 
WlfHOUT ASSUMING RECIPROCAL OBLIGATIONS BY GVN. 

IN ADDITION TO ALL ARGUMENTS SET FORTH REFTEL, I UNDERLINED 
IMPORTANCE WE ATTACH TO VIETNAMESE HELP IN FOSTERING STRENGTH 
END~CONF I DENCE OF SOUVANNA GOVT, RATHER THAN DENIGRATING OR 
UNDERMINING IT. I PARTICULARLY EMPHASIZED DESIRABILITY OF 
BRING ING^TOGETHER ALL NON-COMMUNIST GROUPS, INCLUDING OLD . 

VIENTIANE INDEPENDENTS, WITH SOUVANNA AND THE BEST OF HIS FOLLOWE ,. 
TO OFFSET PATHET LAO STRENGTH AND POINTED OUT HOW GVN ATTITUDE 
COULD BE HELP RATHER THAN HINDRANCE- IN THIS CRUCIAL FIELD. 


I REFRAINED FROM GIVING MAU'TEXT OF PRESIDENT’S LETTER PENDING 
CONFIRMATION FROM SAIGON OF ITS DELIVERY TO PRESIDENT DIEM. 

I EXPLAINED 1 WOULD BE PLEASED TO MAKE WRITTEN TEXT AVAILABLE 
TO HIM ONCE SUCH CONFIRMATION RECIVED. I ALSO OFFERED TO • - 

DISCUSS EVERY ASPECT OF OUR AGREEMENT IN DETAIL SHOULD HE WISH 

TO DO SO- MAU SAID HE FOUND TENOR OF -PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE ... : 

"MOST ENCOURAGING" AND APPEARED TO ACCEPT GENERAL VALIDITY OF . • 
MY STATEMENTS . HE DID NOT BRING UP THE QUESTION OF RECOGNITION j 

GVN. • 
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